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    Dear Members of Bingen, 
      

    I mentioned one Sunday that I would give some recommendations for  
   Bingen in this upcoming newsletter. As I expected, I saw some faces of wonder,  

   some of caution and other faces of expectation of something good. You will most 
   likely find there is nothing threatening about my recommendations for I believe  
  one builds and expands upon the old traditions.  Over the past year I did not bring 

anything new to the table. I wanted to spend my time listening, observing and learning about the 
culture and people of Bingen and the community. I have learned that Bingen has great people with a 

lot of opportunities at our door step. However, I believe this church is at a sensitive turning point 
that if we do not invest in certain areas of the life of our church, we may find our church becoming 
complacent. This means that our church is just happy the way we are and not aware of the changes 

and challenges that are going on around us as a Christian church. In my travels throughout United 
States, I have visited and heard of many of our churches who became complacent and are now an 
older member church with very few youth but they have a lot of money. They struggle, trying to 

figure ways they can grow and insure a future for their congregation. 
 

In my Ph.D studies, I studied cultures and movements that take place within the world and in the 
United States. I tried to think of simple ways to explain the movements going on in our American 

culture. In general, I summed it up by two examples, first, a couple who intends to get married and 
secondly, what they consider for their wedding and reception. 
 

In my almost 18 years in the Holy Ministry, almost every couple that has come to me to be married 

rarely have talked what each other believes or values in life. They truly love each other, they want to 
live the rest of their life together, and they love being together. But when tough times come, when 
there are no shared values or Christian beliefs in marriage and family, this generation experiences 

shallow relationships (friends and marriage) and abandon relationships while seeking relationships 
trying to find compassion, stability and acceptance. This is why many children abandon their parents, 
their spouses and quickly change friends. This is why there is a lot of loneliness and depression in our 

culture today. This is why many people live together before marriage while not knowing what the 
value of marriage is really about. Ask some pastors, they will tell you of the rise of these symptoms 
that have accelerated especially in the past five to seven years. 
 

This is what is driving many of our modern churches today. The contemporary worship is not driven 
by Christian beliefs of Word and Sacrament but driven by the example above, of the couple who are 
seeking gratification and are in need of something beyond fundamental beliefs. In truth, traditional 

worship is quite boring to this generation but only because there is a loss of reverence and piety in 
Christianity. This is why we have church hoppers, those who do not like one church, abandon it and 
go to another. They do not consider the beliefs of their church nor the people they sit with in the pew 

(their church family). If they do that to their church family, I wonder if they do the same to their own 
family as well?  The second example of today's culture is in the marriage and the wedding reception. 
I always say, if you want to know how a couple understands marriage and their marital life, look to 

how they view their wedding ceremony. When a couple wants to get married many couples want to 
throw every meaningful thing to them, into the wedding service. They are driven by the attempt of 

making the marriage meaningful while not resting in the the simple beliefs and value of what the 
Christian marriage ceremony is all about. This generation attempts to make the Sunday morning 
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service meaningful to them while at times overlooking the fact that the meaning of Sunday worship is 
not found in themselves but in the true God, namely in Christ Jesus who literally comes to them in 

Word and Sacrament. 
 

Many of the couples today try to invest so much in the marriage ceremony that they forget about the 
meaning of the wedding reception. Our Lord saw great meaning in the wedding reception at the 

Wedding of Cana. In other words, in today's culture we center so much on the Sunday morning 
church service in order to try to make it meaningful to us and in the mean time doing very little to 
invest in the “reception” or the life we have received in Christ. Such questions might be asked about 

our Church, “What do we do as Church during the week for the youth, for families, for married 
couples, for single and divorced, for the older individuals or for the Church as a whole?” People say 
they are too busy to do stuff at the church or at church activities? Last time I looked we all have the 

same amount of time in the day. It is not how much time we have but it is how we choose to use our 
time in view of those things that we value most in our life. But busy or not, if the church does not 
offer opportunities to participate as a church community, then it just won't ever happen, will it? 
 

Bingen is a big church with a small country way of thinking. This is a compliment by the way. 
Country people still stress “community” relationships more than city people. What is my response for 

Bingen's future in view of what I have written above? To my first point, according to research on 
today's culture, many of the “baby boomers” will still be attracted to contemporary services but to 
the rest of the population (the older and the youth) is a little different. They are what I call seekers. 

Statistically the youth want to understand why they believe the way they do. The youth are either 
incapable of talking religion or applying religious thought or they want solid beliefs, historical liturgy 
and tradition according to the research that has been done. Why do they like liturgy or tradition? 

Over half of this generation has parents that are divorced and their parents come from a generation 
of “wanting to feel good.” Many youth are tired of emotional based things and want shared beliefs 
expressed in liturgy and tradition. In other words, they want to know that they belong to something 

bigger. 
 

The answer to my first point above is education. Giving the youth and their parents, and others the 
opportunity to ask questions, challenge the pastors, converse in meaningful conversations about our 

Christian life. This is done through casual activities, events and classes that will be offered at Bingen 
when we get our new pastor. Lutheranism has a very rich theology and it responds very well to a 
very diverse and ever changing world of ours. I am planning convocations where we will invite other 

churches and center on such topics as sexuality, marriage, family and singleness. It will highlight 
many important questions of our day. Also, we will strengthen our Sunday School and involvement 
with Wyneken. For our Sunday School, we will have teacher meetings before the beginning of Sunday 

School and encourage all the children to be apart of our Sunday morning school and any special 
events such as the Christmas children's service. When we refresh our beliefs and understanding of 
the Christian faith, usually what follows is our appreciation of what happens in a traditional worship 

service. 
 

The response to my second point centers upon our church activities beyond the formal education. 
Much of life is learned not in the classroom but in our daily interaction with one another and causal 

events planned by our church. I am in the process of planning marriage enrichment retreats, events 
for those who are single (including those who are single but dating), events for the youth such as 
scuba diving, camping along with their parents and the amusement park. Actually I have a list of 

activities for all ages for this coming summer and year. 
 

The rise and fall of a congregation does not simply have to do with the pastor but also the 
involvement of the members of our church. The future of our church rest within the hands of God 

under the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. Let us enter into these coming years refreshed, as a 
congregation that moves forward founded in the Holy Scriptures, the Catechism and good tradition 

that we may be a solid refuge for those who desire to find rest and refuge in the life, mercy and love 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

In Christ,  Pastor Dreyer 



 

LADIES NEWS 

LADIES AID 

March  quilting will be held each 

Wednesday from 9:00 am - 3:00 pm, 

exception being during Holy Week.  We 

will not meet on March 31st, but will 

resume on April 7th.    

CANCER PADS 

Next sewing date - Tuesday, March 16th, at 

8 am.   

LADIES GUILD - Next Meeting  

Date:  March 16, 2010 

Time:  7:30 pm 

Place:   Parish Hall 

Roll Call: Favorite Easter candy 

Program:       Easter basket items for 

             shut-ins 

Serving:         Marlis Bradtmueller 

  Bonnie Bultemeyer 

All ladies are welcome to come and join 

in on the fun.  We meet monthly on the 

3rd Tuesday.   

CARE PACKAGES: 

Next date to pack and ship boxes is 

Tuesday March 16th @ 7:00pm 

___________________________ 
 

 

SPECIAL "THANKS" 
We would like to say "Thanks" to 

Chris Caston for all of his time and 

effort with the installation of the  

assisted hearing capabilities and 

devices.  Your efforts are truly 

appreciated both on this project as 

well as ongoing time spent on the 

upgrade of electronic capturing of our 

services.  God bless your talents and 

time in enhancing the worship for our 

members and others.     
 

LENTEN SEASON 

LENTEN SERVICES 

Wednesday Lenten Services include: 

     Prayer Service  at 1:00 pm  

     Divine Service at 7:00 pm  

Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services: 

    1:00 pm and 7:00 pm.    

LENTEN MEALS 

Please plan to join us prior to the Lenten  services.   Serving 

at 5:30 pm - 6:30 pm. 

        EASTER SERVICES 

    Easter Vigil:  Saturday April 3rd, 8 pm 

    Easter Sunrise:   April 4th, 6:30 am 

    Easter Sunday:   April 4th, 10:30 am 

    Easter Breakfast:  8:00 - 10:00 am 

Youth will be serving breakfast at the Wyneken Gym in 

between the services.    

________________________ 
 

YOUTH 
 

Mar.12th:     Paper Drive - 6-7 pm 

            Spring Fling 7-11 pm  
 

Save your newspapers and bring them to the church on 

collection date of March 12th, 6-7 pm.   

Our Spring Fling includes an evening of fun and 

fellowship with youth from Friedheim and Preble.     
 

Mar. 28th:    Meeting - 6-8 pm   

Apr. 4th:        Serving Easter Breakfast   
 

All youth in our congregation are welcome to attend our 

meetings and monthly activities.  If you have questions or 

would like information regarding the youth, please direct 

them to Kenton or Linda Kleine @ 260-639-3749.     

________________________ 
 

WOODCREST 
 

March 18th:     1:30 pm - Bingen's Day at Woodcrest 



 ST. JOHN NEWS  

CLEAN-UP DATES: 

Exterior:   March 27th -  8:00 am 

Interior:   April 10th  -  8:00 am 
_________________________ 

LET'S EAT 

PREBLE VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPT 

Pancake & Sausage Brunch 

DATE:   Saturday March 6, 2010 

TIME:  6:00 am - 1:00 pm 

WHERE:  Fireman's Park Pavilion 

This is a Thrivent co-sponsored and 

matching fund event. 

ZION FRIEDHEIM -  SOUP & 

SANDWICH  DINNER 

DATE:   Sunday March 14, 2010 

TIME:  10:00 am - 1:00 pm 

WHERE:  Wyneken Gym 

Menu includes:  Homemade soups, 

sandwiches, salads and desserts. 

Drive Thru and Carry Outs will be 

available.  

VILLAGE OF HERITAGE 
3rd Annual Brunch 

DATE:   Sunday March 14, 2010 

TIME:  9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

WHERE:  Heritage Hall 
All proceeds go to the 

wheelchair/walking trail.  $8.50/in 

advance or $10/at the door.  $5/Kids 3-10 

yrs.  FREE/Kids 2 and under. 

ST. JOHN BINGEN  

FISH & TENDERLOIN DINNER 

DATE:   Sunday March 21, 2010 

TIME:  10:30 am - 1:00 pm 

WHERE:  Wyneken Gym 

$8/Adults,  $4.50/Children (6-12), 

FREE/5 & Under 

Carry Outs will be available.  

Proceeds will be used for the Parish 

Hall maintenance. 

THRIVENT NEWS 

THRIVENT – Next Meeting 

Day: March 11th 

Time: 8:00 a.m. 

Place: Adams County Memorial  

  Hospital 

Meetings are open to all members and we encourage all 

coordinators to attend.  Meetings are typically on the 2nd 

Thursday of each month at Adams County Memorial Hospital. 

THRIVENT GIVING-PLUS PHASE-OUT CHALLENGE 

GRANT 

Thrivent Financial has announced a one-time Giving-Plus 

phase-out challenge program.  Wyneken is eligible to receive 

a grant of $12,450.  In order to receive, Wyneken must receive 

$24,900 in donations from any donor.  You don't have to be a 

Thrivent member to donate.  Donations need to be made in 

2010 and prior to  June 15th.  There are no forms to complete, 

you only need to make checks payable to Wyneken Memorial 

Lutheran School and place them in your contribution 

envelopes.  "Thank You" for your ongoing support of Wyneken 

thru your St. John's contributions.   

_________________________ 

 

WYNEKEN NEWS & NOTES 
K105 Basketball Fundraiser Game 

On Tuesday March 2nd, K105 will be at Wyneken to play our 

Wyneken coaches team.  The team will be comprised of 

current and past coaches and a few of their children.  This is a 

fundraiser for the Class of 2011 Washington DC Trip.  Please 

come out and enjoy the entertainment, concessions and a great 

night of fellowship with past teammates, classmates, family, 

friends and members of all 3 of the Wyneken churches.  

Lunch Coordinator Position 

Kim Tinsley is stepping down from her position at the end of the 

school year.  If you are interested in replacing her, please contact 

the school @ 639-6177.  This is a volunteer position and  will 

require  considerable amount of  training time, preferably while 

school is in session this last half of the 2009-2010 school year.     

Lawn & Grounds Care Bids 

Wyneken is seeking bids for lawn and grounds care for the 2010 

season.  There are 2 parts to be bid;  A - Lawn Maintenance, B - 

Shrubbery Maintenance.  Please contact the school office at 260-

639-6177 for complete details of the work to be performed.  

Those wishing to bid are requested to submit to the Wyneken 

School office by March 31st.  The bid selection will be 

conducted at the April School Board meeting. 



CONCORDIA 
LUTHERAN HIGH 

SCHOOL 
DISCOVER CONCORDIA EVENING 

Tuesday, March 23rd, at 6:30 pm. 

WIND SYMPHONY - JAZZ BAND 

CONCERT 

Lutheran High School South of St. Louis 

will perform at CLHS on Thursday 

March 25th, 7 pm. 

THRIFT SHOP - HALF OFF 

Stop in March 19th - 27th and find 

everything half off, some exceptions do 

apply.  Located at 3436 N. Anthony.  

Store hours are Monday 10 am - 7 pm, 

Tuesday - Friday 10 am - 5 pm and 

Saturday 9:30 am - 3:30 pm. 

__________________________ 

CONCORDIA 
THEOLOGICAL 

SEMINARY 
SUNDAY BRUNCH 

Please join us for brunch  on March 7th, 

from 11:00 am – 1:30 pm in Katherine 

Luther Dining Hall. 

SEMINARY GUILD LUNCHEON  

March 9th - 12 pm 

Meeting and luncheon held in Luther Hall 

with Dr. Carl Fickenscher - Topic: Law 

and Gospel for Each and Every Day.   

Ladies as well as husbands are invited. 

PASSION CHORAL VESPERS 

  March 21st - 4 pm 

Held in Kramer Chapel under the 

direction of Kantor Richard C. Resch  

__________________________ 

AMERICAN RED CROSS 
BLOODMOBILE DATE 

Monday, March 29th  

11:30 am-5:30 pm 

LUTHERAN LIFE VILLAGES 

Upcoming Events 

 

March 23rd:  Friends, Fellowship & Recognition Celebration 

    Breakfast at Golden Corral - Highway 3 - 7:30 am 

April 14th:   Focus on Health 

 Game Room @ Lutheran Life Villages - 7:30 am - 12:00 pm 

Give A Day - Get A Disney Day 

  If you give a day of volunteer service at Lutheran Life    

  Villages, you'll get a free day into one of the Disney parks.  

  Go to DisneyParks.disney.go.com and follow the 3 step  

  process to register for volunteer work using zip code 46816.      

  Call John @ 447-1591 Ext. 2116 for questions or details. 

__________________________ 

 

ADDRESS/PHONE/E-MAIL 
 

PHONE DIRECTORY 

Within the next few weeks, you will be receiving a letter with 

your contact info as it will appear in the new directory.  We are 

asking you to review for accuracy.  If you have dropped your 

land line and use your cell as your main contact number, we 

would like to have that on file in the event there is a need.  If you 

want an e-mail address listed, please forward that to the church 

office.  That e-mail is:  churchoffice@stjohnbingen.com.  

“Thank You” in advance for your assistance with this update. 

HOUSEHOLD DATA 

As we review the data on file for each member of our 

congregation, we will be requesting info that we currently do not 

have on record, i.e. Dates-Birth/Baptism/Confirmation/Marriage, 

Confirmation Verse, Parent/Children relationships, etc.  "Thank 

You"  for assisting us get our membership records up to date.   

__________________________ 

 

GENERAL INFO:  
 

 NEWSLETTER  INFORMATION              APRIL 

DEADLINE for news items from all  

organizations for the April Newsletter  

and Calendar is Monday, March 15th. 

SHARE YOUR MUSICAL TALENTS 

       Instrumentalists wanted! Please contact Leanne 

    Busick (724-7871) the first week in March if                  

  you would be willing to share your talents 

Easter morning!  We hope to make 'joyful' sounds.                     

Thanks! 



 

JOB POSTING - CHURCH OFFICE 
CHURCH SECRETARY POSITION:     Looking to fill the position on a permanent basis.   

 

Basic duties include:      weekly church bulletins (service folder & handout), monthly newsletter and calendar,    

answering telephone and scheduling appointments for Pastor. 

Hours:         20 hours/average weekly minimum, 10am - 2pm, Tuesday thru Friday plus flex hours of 4 hr/week.  

Vacation:    20 hours/year 

Contact Gary Comer or Fritz Bultemeyer for details or any questions.  Currently compiling a list of qualified candidates.  

__________________________ 

 

 

Lutheran Ministries Media, Inc. 

"Worship for Shut-Ins" 

 

March Airing Theme/Pastor 
  
March 7, 2010 – Luke 13:1-9 

"It's Not Fair!" 
by Rev. Paul E. Shoemaker, Emanuel Lutheran Church, New Haven, IN 

Life is filled with tragedies.  We are tempted to say to God, "That is not fair!"  The truth is that we are deserving of none 

of the good we experience.  The ultimate in lack of fairness is Jesus on Calvary's cross.  It was not fair, but it was 

merciful. 

  

March 14, 2010 – Luke 15:11-32 

"You Can Always Go Home!" 
by Rev. Phil Quardokus, Christ Lutheran Church, Stevensville, MI 

It is because of our heavenly Father's rescue mission in Christ that you can always go home to be with Him at His side 

now in time through faith and for all eternity. 
 

March 21, 2010 – Luke 20:9-15 

"Looking to Easter" 
by Rev. James Elsner, Prince of Peace, Hudson, IN  

Looking forward to Easter?  Maybe it's the promise of nicer weather or new life.  But those who follow Christ look 

forward to Easter through the cross of Christ. 

  

March 28, 2010 – John 12:32 

“Wonderful Drawing Power” 
By Dr. Walter A. Maier III, Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, IN  

We see this is the most wonderful drawing power when we consider: 

   I.  Who does the drawing; 

   II. How this drawing power is put forth; 

   III. Whom this power draws with what results. 

“Worship for Shut-Ins” can be viewed every Sunday: 

6:30 am:   WPTA-TV Channel 21    

8:00 am:   Comcast Cable Channel 19 (MY TV)  

11:30 am:  DIRECTTV - Christian Television (TCT) Channel 377 

4:00 pm:  Comcast Cable Channel 55  

 

 “Worship for Shut-Ins” can be viewed every Monday: 

4:00 pm:  Comcast Cable Channel 55  

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

From the Principal’s pen………….                                          March, 2010 

 

LUTHERAN SCHOOLS – SECURING EACH CHILD’S FUTURE 

FOR A LIFE OF SERVICE 

 

There are varieties of service, but the same Lord.    I Corinthians 12:5 

 

 We will be celebrating Lutheran Schools Week during the first full week in March. Lutheran schools 

throughout our country and the world take this time to remember and celebrate the blessings that God has given 

to Lutheran schools. God has especially blessed us with caring and supportive congregations; dedicated pastors, 

teachers, and staff; wonderful, energetic students; and understanding parents. God has also blessed us with a 

great facility that includes large classrooms, a library, a computer room, a music room, a cafetorium, and a 

gymnasium.  

 The theme for Lutheran Schools Week, Lutheran Schools – Securing Each Child’s Future – For a 

Life of Service, is based on the Bible verse listed above. Our students have the opportunity to hear and read the 

Gospel each and every day. At Morning Prayer, the students gather in the cafetorium to listen to a Bible story, 

learn part of the catechism, sing a hymn, and pray to our Lord. It’s an opportunity for them to share their faith 

with one another and to grow in their understanding of God’s Word. The students have a daily religion or 

confirmation class where God’s Word is taught and discussed in different formats. The Gospel message 

permeates all subject areas throughout the day. 

 Our students have the opportunity to share God’s love with other people. Each quarter we choose a 

different organization to support with our Chapel offerings. Currently, our Chapel offerings will be going 

toward building a new seven-room school in Liberia. This is a joint venture with all the Lutheran schools in 

Northeast Indiana. Our combined goal is to collect $24,000. Our students have also supported the Leukemia 

Society, the Heart Association, Lutheran Social Services, Children Against Hunger and others. The children 

have visited area nursing homes and made cards/gifts for the residents.  

Our hope and prayer are that our students’ lives are being changed by God’s grace through their 

education here at Wyneken. We pray that the Holy Spirit is strengthening their faith each and very day. We pray 

that their lives will be full of service to the Lord by helping other people. In today’s economy, more and more 

people are homeless and hungry. During Lutheran Schools Week, the students will have the opportunity to 

bring in clothing to share with people in need. Please give your children the opportunity to be of service to other 

people in need – an elderly neighbor, a homeless family, or a hungry child.  

 Lutheran schools are a great place for students to grow spiritually, academically, emotionally, and 

physically. Through God’s love and grace, children’s lives are being changed forever. We are preparing our 

students for a life of service to our Lord! When we are serving others, it is as if we are serving CHRIST 

Himself! 

 
 

 



Wyneken Memorial Lutheran School 

March Newsletter 

 

This month we introduce to you the students in the 5
th

 grade class. Teacher is Mr. Dean Wass. 

 

Students   Parents    Cong. 

 Alyssa Brune   Jim/Rhonda Brune  (P) 

 Erika MacDowell   Jani MacDowell   (B) 

     Sean MacDowell 

 Jordan Melcher   Matt/Tammy Melcher  (P) 

 Marilyn Melcher   Brad/Chris Melcher  (B) 

 Kevin Oetting   Bryan/Jennifer Oetting  (B) 

 Eric Rabel   Michael/Gemila Rabel  (P) 

 Kevin Schueler   Jeff/Julie Schueler  (P) 

 

 

Birthday Greetings   
Happy Birthday and God’s blessings to our Wyneken family members celebrating birthdays in March.  

Faculty/Staff- Mrs. Connie Embler(aide); Students- Jay Scheumann, Delaney Knipstein, Natalie Dicke, Taylor Rhymer, 

Emilie Reinking, Robert Bergman, Sarah Kleine, Alyssa Selking, Jacob Baumann, Carissa Schultz.  

 

Baptismal Birthdays  

 At the beginning of each month during our chapel service we will give thanks and remember in our prayers our children and our 

faculty/staff members who are celebrating their baptismal birthdays for that month.  Those remembered in March are:  Faculty/Staff: 

Mrs. Janine Albert (Pre-school teacher), Mrs. Emily Nelson (music director), Mrs. Tammy Melcher (childcare director) – Students:  

Kord Fuelling, Andrew James, Amanda Rabel, Leyna Macke, Dylan Lengerich, Natalie Dicke, Tori Miller, Jorden DeBolt, Joe 

Marbach, Hanna Walker, Eric Rabel, Robert Bergman, Kathy Jenkins, Taylen Melcher, Garrett Schieferstein, Brian Gallmeyer, 

Madison Schieferstein, Pate Tinsley. 

 

ISTEP SPRING FIRST TESTING, 3
rd

 – 8
th

 GRADES, BEGINS MARCH 1 and CONTINUES THROUGH MARCH 10. 

PLEASE DO NOT MAKE APPOINTMENTS DURING SCHOOL HOURS FOR YOUR CHILD DURING THIS TIME IF 

AT ALL POSSIBLE. THANK YOU.  

 

Lutheran Schools Week  March 7-13, 2010  

Securing Each Child’s Future – For a Life of Service 1 Cor. 12:5 

Lutherans Schools across the nation and around the world will be celebrating Lutheran education and the impact it has on 

the lives of students and families. Lutheran schools are a great place for children to grow in knowledge and faith in God. 

The message of the Gospel that is taught has the power to transform lives as students grow into the people God wants 

them to become. To join in this celebration, the following events/activities are being planned at Wyneken.   

Monday, March 8 – Joint Opening Worship Services; 1:00pm, Kindergarten – 4
th
 grades at Emmanuel (Soest), and 5

th
-8

th
 

grades at St. John (Flatrock); Tuesday-Friday, Bible Bingo, each classroom; Wednesday, All School Luncheons; 

Thursday, Rollerskating at The RAGE, 5
th
-8

th
 grades, 12:30-2:00pm; Friday, Rollerskating at The RAGE, K-4

th
 grades, 

12:30-2:00pm; Friday, FAME Assembly at Bellmont, 10:00-11:30am, K-5
th
 grades; Friday, Volleyball Tournament, 5

th
-

8
th
 grades, 1:00pm.   

 

Science Fair News  

Congratulations to 6
th

, 7
th

 & 8th grades Science Fair participants. Some very nice projects were turned in. Special recognition goes to 

Blake Bulmahn and Alyssa Strickler (8
th

), Tim Kiess (7
th

), Emma Norder (6
th

), and Kaley Butler (5
th

) for being selected as the top 5 

exhibitors at this year’s science fair.  

Also, Congratulations goes to Andy Blomenberg, 7
th

 grade, who won first prize in the 11
th

 Annual Middle School Bridge Design 

Competition held at Science Central on Saturday, February 13. The event was sponsored by the Anthony Wayne Chapter of the 

Indiana Society of Professional Engineers. Judges included professors from IPFW. Students had to design a two-foot span bridge 

using less than 200 popsicle sticks and only wood glue. Scores were based on a combination of bridge weight, deflection, and load. 

Andy’s bridge withstood over 200 pounds of load and scored 3,758 points. Second place recorded only 1604 points and last year’s 

winner had a score of 2,692. One official remarked that he usually doesn’t see scores as high as Andy’s until the high school 

competition. Four other teams from Wyneken competed: Jay Scheumann and Spencer Shoup; Kamio Gilreath and Carissa Schultz; 

Taylen Melcher, Josh Brune, and Tim Kiess; and Kathy Jenkins, Meghan Quinn, and Hannah Johnson. Students could participate as 

individuals or in teams of up to three. Nine different schools fielded 33 teams. Attendees were also able to tour all the museum’s 

exhibits including the traveling Hubble space telescope display from NASA. Our thanks to Wayne Scherry for bringing this 

competition to our attention and to Thrivent for providing some bridge building kits.  

 



WYNEKEN SPRING BREAK WEEK IS MARCH 21 – MARCH 27.  

 

Spring Enrollment  

Enrollment forms for the 2010-2011 school year are being prepared at this time and will be mailed to Wyneken families in by 

February 28 and are to be returned by March 15. If you know of a family who is interested in sending their child to Wyneken, please 

have them contact the school (639-6177) to be placed on our mailing list as soon as possible. If you have had a recent change of 

address please contact the office so we may update our records. Thank you. 

 

Market Day  
Pick up date/time is Thursday, March 4, 6-7pm. **Market Day orders must be picked up at the pick up date / time each month. If 

you are unable to come in at that time, please make arrangements for someone to pick up for you and your order must be pre-paid.   
 

Scrip 

Meijer gift cards are now available in denominations of $25 and $100.  Scrip is available daily in the school office and after 

church services on Sundays or call a scrip representative (Barb Bulmahn, Paula Werling, Jane Kleine, Sarah Butler, Kim Weiland). 

The Wyneken PTL will be treating the students and staff to a reward breakfast of juice and donuts on Thursday or Friday of next week 

for the Christmas Contest sales last December.  

 

Lunch Coordinator  

Wyneken parent, Kim Tinsley, is stepping down from her position as Lunch Coordinator (daily receipts) at the end of this school year. 

If you are interested in taking over this volunteer position, please contact the school at 639-6177. There will be considerable training 

time required during this last semester to be ready in time to take over for the 2010-2011school year.  

 

Third Quarter Chapel Offerings  
Mr. Joe Boway, a native of Liberia, knows the effect Lutheran schools can have. His Christian faith is a credit to the missionaries who 

first shared the Good News with him. Now he is establishing Lutheran schools in the rural countryside of Liberia so that many more 

can know Jesus, their Savior.  

We want to help Mr. Boway build another new school. Together with the other 20 Lutheran schools in Northeast Indiana, it is our goal 

to raise money for this building project. 

We pray that we will be able to extend the ministry of Lutheran schools to children and families halfway around the world. 

 

Clothing Collection 
It’s time to take a good look at your closet! And in doing so, you can help those in our community who have a real need for clothes. 

As part of our third quarter chapel focus, and in correlation with National Lutheran Schools Week, the Fourth and Sixth grade students 

will be collecting clothing during the week of March 8-12. All Wyneken students are being asked to start collecting gently used or 

new articles of clothing. This will give you plenty of time to go through your clothes and ask neighbors, relatives, and friends for 

their extra clothing. Clothes should be in good condition and not torn or stained.  Think of excess that you have and think of those 

in need. Let’s work together to make a difference in the lives of those near us and spread Christ’s love in our actions.  

We will begin accepting the clothing the week of March 8-12.  Please DO NOT bring in your clothing donations before then. 

Thank you. 

 

Wyneken vs K105 Fundraiser-March 2 
The game of the century! Being sponsored by the Wyneken class of 2011. Don’t miss the Wyneken All Stars vs K105 Basketball 

game on Tuesday, March 2. Doors open at 6pm and game tip off is at 7pm. Cost is $3/adults and $1/students. Wyneken coaches are 

playing along with some help from their kids! It’ time to see if they can play what they preach! Representing St. John will be Steve 

McBride (coach), Ron Bultemeier, Kenton & Grant Kleine, Conner Emenhiser; Representing Zion will be Dean Wass, Kent & 

Clayton Stoppenhagen, Kent & Elizabeth Kiefer; Representing St. Paul will be Rich & Jon Skaggs, Bill & Joey Johnson, Paul & 

Breanna Hockemeyer and Becky Grimm. Also, featuring an awesome cheer squad of Mrs. Janine Albert, Mr. & Mrs. Timm, Mrs. Pam 

Brewer and Mrs. Stephanie Comer along with our own 7
th

 & 8
th

 grade cheer squad. There will be door prizes, sumo wrestling and 

raffles. Bring the entire family for a great evening of fun and entertainment! 

Wyneken Athletics   
Coaches for our JV program are needed for the upcoming school year: JV Boys Soccer (August 2010) and JV Boys and Girls 

Basketball (October 2010). If you are interested in coaching either of these sports or know someone who would be, please contact our 

AD, Tammy Shoup at wynekenathletics@aol.com. Thank you. 

 

Camp Lutherhaven Retreat 
Bring out your family to the rolling hills of Camp Lutherhaven for the March Family Retreat on March 6-7. An optional Friday 

overnight is available on March 5 for those families who would like to have a longer “mini vacation”. Spend quality time together 

while enjoying the beauty of God’s early spring creation. You can call the camp office for more information at 260-636-7101 or go on 

line at www.lutherhaven.org. Sign up your family today! 

 

mailto:wynekenathletics@aol.com
http://www.lutherhaven.org/


Church Dinners  

Zion (Freidheim) Soup & Sandwich Dinner on Sunday, March 14, 10:00am-1:00pm, with a Craft/Bake Sale; St. John (Bingen) AYCE 

Fish/Tenderloin Dinner on Sunday, March 21, 10:30am-1:00pm, with a Craft/Bake Sale. DRIVE THRU AND CARRY OUT WILL 

BE AVAILABLE AT BOTH DINNERS. 

 

TOGETHER TIME – From The Home & School Connection Newsletter – March  

 

As your children grow up, they will get busier with friends, homework, and after-school activities. Try these ideas for spending time 

together now – you’ll build bonds that will keep you close later. 

 

A few minutes:   

¶ Have breakfast with your child/ren and talk about what’s happening in school that day. Tell them what you’re doing, too. 

Some days, you might walk or drive them to school and continue that discussion. 

¶ If a babysitter or relative watches your child/ren after school, start a ritual of calling during that time. Ask your child/ren 

specific questions about their day, such as: “What did you write about in your journal?” or “ What games did you play at 

recess?” 

 

An hour:   

¶ Schedule a date with your child/ren each week. Let them decide what to do. You can go someplace, like a park, or stay 

home and play with toys in their room. 

¶ Learn something new together, and practice it for an hour a week. Play a fun board game or cards. Get a book or visit a 

web site that explains how to do magic tricks or decorate cakes, etc. 

 

An evening: 

¶ Make the last Friday of each month “Family and Friends Night.”  Let your child/ren invite a friend over – you’ll 

motivate them to keep participating as they get older. Play board games, cards, watch a movie, or plan an easy dinner 

(hamburgers, hot dogs, pizza, spaghetti). 

¶ On a weeknight, surprise them by stopping in to watch their dance class, sport practice, choir rehearsal, etc. Then 

everyone go out for a treat afterwards (ice cream cones or sundaes). 

 

Parent Power 

¶ Spend a few minutes every evening looking over handouts your child brings home. Fill out any forms that are to be returned 

and return them right away.  

¶ Tell your child’s teachers if you can help them out at home or school. 

¶ Contact your child’s teacher immediately if you see a problem. Working together will help your child succeed. 

¶ Attend conferences, parent meetings, and other school events regularly.  

 

 

Worth Quoting:  “Life doesn’t require that we be the best, only that we try our best.”  H. Jackson Browne Jr. 

 

 

 

 

 

March 14 – Daylight Savings Begins!  

 

March 20 – Spring!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
March 7 – March 13 

 

Monday, March 8 ï Joint Opening Wor ship Services; 1:00pm,  

Kindergarten ï 4 th  grades at Emmanuel (Soest), and 5 th - 8 th  grades at St. John 

(Flatrock); Families are welcome to join us in this celebration.  

Tuesday - Friday, Bible Bingo, each classroom;  

Wednesday, All School Luncheons;  

Thursday,  Rollerskating at The RAGE, 5 th - 8 th  grades, 12:30 - 2:00pm; Friday, 

Rollerskating at The RAGE, K - 4 th  grades, 12:30 - 2:00pm;  

Friday, FAME Assembly at Bellmont, 10:00 - 11:30am, K - 5 th  grades; Friday, 

Volleyball Tournament, 5 th - 8 th  grades, 1:00pm.   

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Minutes of St. John Lutheran Church + Bingen 
Annual Voters Assembly Meeting 

(subject to approval) 

 

Date and Time: January 25, 2010, 8:00 p.m.  

 

Called to Order by: Chairman Lynn Selking 

Devotions: Pastor John Dreyer opened with the Noon Daily Prayers from page 296 of the LSB.  Hymn 877 

“God, Who Made the Earth and Heaven” was sung followed by the reading of Psalm 23 vs. 6. 

 

Recording Secretary’s Report:  
 M/S/C  To approve the October 12, 2009 Voters Meeting minutes as presented. 

M/S/C  To approve the October 18, 2009 Special Voters Meeting minutes as presented. 

 M/S/C  To approve the December 7, 2009 Voters Meeting minutes as presented. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Jay Witte presented his report from pages 12 thru 15 of the “2009 Annual Report”.  Jay 

discussed and explained the Balance Sheet, Income Statement and Operating Budget Summary.  Jay then discussed the 

Special Projects Summary found on page 16 of the “2009 Annual Report”. 

 Jay also reported that Teri Emenhiser is requesting that the $3,220.34 Cancer Fund be distributed to her in cash to pay 

some bills.  There may be some income tax implications and Jay is working to resolve this issue. 

Don Scheumann reported that the auditing committee, consisting of him, Linda Abdon and Greg Selking met and found 

that the books were in order. 

 M/S/C  To accept the Treasurer’s report as presented. 

 

Financial Secretary’s Report: Delin Kleine presented his report from pages 9 thru 11 of the “2009 Annual 

Report”.  Delin discussed the report. 

 M/S/C  To accept the Financial Secretary’s report as presented. 

 Delin also noted that the Thrivent Giving Plus program would not be in place for 2010. 

 Furthermore, annual contribution statements have been mailed. 

Thrivent is planning a one time matching gift to schools (see attached letters).  The amount is based on the past 

participation in the Thrivent Giving Plus program.  For Wyneken, Thrivent will match $12,450.00 if the members of the 

three congregations contribute $24,900.00.  This money must be raised by June 10, 2010.  There will be more details to 

follow. 

M/S/C To participate in this one time program 

 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor John Dreyer presented his report from pages 7 & 8 of the “2009 Annual Report”.  The 

membership changes since our last meeting are as follows (attached). 

There was one baptism – Brecken Jon Thorn (a non-member). 

There was one marriage – Adam Frederick Hoffman & Tiffany April Fry. 

One member was transferred to her eternal glory – Gertrude L. Deister on January 6, 2010. 

As of January 25, 2009 there were 757 souls and 620 communicants. 

Pastor then gave an update on the call committe.  Several of the members will interview 6 candidates on January 

28 and 29, 2010.  The Seminary will actually pick the individual to be our Assistant Pastor.  Some time in mid-April the 

call service will be held at the Seminary.  At that time Bingen will know the individual.  Towards the end of May or early 

June, the ordination and installation service could be held. 

Pastor will be taking his vacation the first two weeks in February.  He will be going to Africa to visit Pastor 

Henning (a former seminarian at Bingen).  Pastor Dahling will be handling the mid-week service and be available for 

emergencies and visits. 

Pastor Dreyer, Pastor Brege and one other Pastor will be doing a round robin preaching for the Lenten Services. 

 

 

 



 

Elders’ Report: Gary Comer discussed having a new photo directory.  The last one was made in 2006. 

 M/S/C To proceed with a new photo directory organized and led by the Board of Evangelism. 

 There is a new church directory being published.  A letter requesting information will be sent out in the next few weeks. 

 Leanne Busick wants to be relieved of her duties as Bell Choir director.  There is someone who would take this position 

until May 2010. 

 M/S/C That the Elders and Church council make the decision regarding the Bell Choir director position 

 

Trustees’ Report: Barry Krueckeberg (former trustee) presented the report from page 23 of the “2009 Annual 

Report”. 

 Lee Bradtmueller stated that the tentative plan is to have church exterior clean up on March 27, 2010 with a back-up 

date of April 10, 2010.  The starting time is 8:00 a.m. 

 Lee has looked at the teacherage.  The Dicke’s have kept the dwelling in good condition.  The paint and carpet looks 

good.   

 The Trustees will coordinate a move out date with Mr. Dicke. 

 

Deacons’ Report:  Nathan Selking reported that the sound system for the hearing impaired is working well. 

 They are working on rerouting some of the video cables to allow for more technology.  They will be using Innovative 

Concepts to help in this matter. 

 For 2010, Wednesday night services will have Richard Hoffman as the usher.  Brian Strahm will serve as the back up 

usher.  This should allow for more consistency. 

 The tentative date to clean the inside of the church is set for April 10, 2010.  Once this date is finalized, it will be in the 

bulletin. 

 

Wyneken School Board: Jeff Kiess read the following from the January 11, 2010 Church council minutes. 

 Grant Kukelhan reported that new lights have been installed in the cafetorium.  Also the screws have been cut 

down in the ceiling of the cafetorium. 

 The new lockers purchased from South Adams have been installed. 

 To date the water samples have passed. 

St. John’s Board of Education: No Report 

 

Board of Stewardship: No Report 

 

The Planning Board: Dean Berning reported that his committee, along with the Trustees, is planning a walk 

around of our facilities and will then prepare a long-term plan for them.  Several items such as planting trees in the 

grove, a pavilion in the grove, resealing the bricks on the exterior of the church, and trimming the shrubs in the 

cemetery have been mentioned that need to be a part of the plan. 

 Also, there needs to be some work in the cemetery in regards to the location of the graves. 

 

Board of Evangelism: No Report 

 

Wills Committee: No Report 

 

Cemetery Committee: No Report 

 

Lutheran Laymen’s League and Lutheran Hour: No Report 

 

Church Extension: No Report 

 

Men’s Activities Committee: Lloyd Brenneke reported that the Annual Fish Fry is being planned. 

 



Lutheran Life Villages: No Report 

 

Lutheran Foundation: No Report 

 

Old Business: 

Chairman Lynn Selking reported that the Church Council discussed an earlier start time to the Voters meetings.  It 

was noted that generally, there is money count prior to these meetings.  An earlier money count would be difficult to 

attend for most people.  Therefore, the consensus of the Church Council was to leave the start time at 8:00 p.m.  

 

New Business: 

Chairman Lynn Selking presented the following appointments. 

 Sunday School Superintendent: Jim Butler  

 Bible Class Superintendent: Michael Scheumann 

 Youth Counselors: Kent and Linda Kleine 

 Board of Planning: Kevin Selking 

  Fred Sauer 

 Cemetery Committee: Norman Berning 

 Activities Committee: Grant & Laura Kukelhan 
 Auditing Committee: Greg Selking, Linda Abdon & Don  

  Scheumann 

 Men’s Activities Committee: Delbert Scheiman 

 Lutheran Life Villages: Chris Hoffman 

 Wyneken Lunch Committee: Mark & Holly Laurent 

M/S/C To approve the appointments 

 M/S/C To approve the use of $90,000.00 of the Henry Bultemeier estate funds to secure the line of credit at Wells 

Fargo Bank 

 Delin Kleine reported that there is no more need to contribute to the Wyneken Roof project and the Wyneken Well 

project at this time.  

  

 M/S/C To Adjourn at 9:30 p.m. 

 Pastor Dreyer closed with the Concluding prayers portion of the Close of the Day Daily Prayers on page 298 of the LSB 

and the Benediction.  

 

Members Present: 45 

Others Present: 1 

 

  Respectfully Submitted 

  Jeffery L. Kiess 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


